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Start the Season with us

The Official Porter Count

Tree Lighting Ceremony

Residence Renovation Nearly Complete ~ Jv8[ v WP

MUSE NEWS

Thanks to the generosity of the Estate of Norma Slanger, things afe lookl
ing a lot brighter at the Porter County Museum.

S5HQRYDWLRQV LQ WKH ROG 6KHULII-V UHVL
Enterprises has work tirelessly to finish the Museum upgrade for the No
vember 21 Holiday Celebration & Tree Lighting Ceremony.

This renovation marks the first significant change in the building sirjce Th
. Dunes Parlor Renovation last year thanks to the help of Paula B.JRamao
'~ No other aesthetic changes have been completed since Sheriff Grampt
& and his family lived in the building. Current renovations have updatec
SDLQW DQG OLJKWLQJ LQ WKH PDLQ KD®OZ]
kitchen.

Santa and Mrs. Claus will be happy to call the Museum their hom¢ durir
the Holiday Season. Many different activities will be taking place wihin th
Museum and Memorial Opera House every Saturday from 10a untif 2p.

ope you are on the nice list
his year!

Santa & Mrs. Claus will be at
the Memorial Opera House
very Saturday from 10a un
2p from November 22 through=
December 20.

URVARY Y Annual Meeting & Christmas Party

Friday November 21 200 31ua| Meeting and Christmas party on
Program begins at 5p rain, snow, or sk irEriday, December 12 @ F4o

Be part of history and begin your Holipgy

Come join fellow Historical Society members for ouf An-

Scrumptious homemade pie and refreshments Will be
ved during the party from 7p until 8p. A short buginess

Season with the Porter County Museufin&eting of the Historical Society will follow. This i an

Memorial Opera House.

excellent time to see exactly what is going on in thg Mu-
seun® especially with the latest renovation!
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Memorial Opera House Events Call (219) 548-9137 for tickets

Meet Me In St. Louis

Friday & Saturdays
December 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20 @ 8 PM

Sundays
December 7, 14, 21 @ 2 PM

MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS is a rare treasure in the musical theatre, 3
based on the heartwarming movie. Join the Smith family at the 1904
Fair, and see how their love and respect for each other is tempered
genuine humor that can only be generated by such a special family. M¢
musical numbers includée Boy Next Door, A Raving Beauty, The Trg
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas, Whenever landtibaipuin Ne
York Suddenly there's a blackout. Imagine yourself standing with the f3
the lights from the World's Fair fill the stage; you've never seen such a S
lar panorama in your life!

&E}Iu SZ JE& S}E[e -l By: Kevin Matthew Pazour

Greetings from the ever-changing Porter County Museum!

| thought | would be relieved when Halloween was finished for the year. Well, | thought wrong. Life 3
seum has been busy as ever since November 1 thanks to the generosity of the Estate of Norma S
paint, new lighting, and restored flooring are going to give the Mus
brand new look in an old kind of way.

Some of you might not recognize the place when you return to v

WRULFDO 6RFLHW\-V $QQXDO OHHWLQJ
JRU WKH ILUVW WLPH HYHU WKH HQWLU

tures will be compared in the December issue of Muse News.

t the |
langel
eum ¢

Sit for

our tree lighting ceremony on November 21 or when you attend the His-

DQ G
H Ol

be transformed into exhibit spdceven the kitchen. Before and after fic-

once again. Many people have come before me with the same go
generation has brought something different to the table, but all h
the same mindsgtto educate future generations about our local his
Mrs. Alfred (Lucy) Putnam did it by helping secure room in the
house so the Museum could grow. Bertha and Trevor Stalbaum
achieve the goal by keeping the collection together in our current
Now we do it. The current generation. One of our short-term goal
SURPRWH DQG SUHVHQW RXU KLVWRU\ LQ WKH PRVW FRPIRU
make people feel welcome when they walk through our front doors.

It is a good feeling to be able to excite the community about the I\lseun
I

. Eve
e ha
tory.

fourt-

helpe
Facility
b is to
W D E
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Thanksgiving in America By: David Jones

Mr. David Jones is the official factotumtef @e@uRtr Museum and new columnist for thwe plldHedje
WLRQ &KULV -RQHV 'DYLBQV6DVRMX UIGWD DV -R QLW K H: B X D MXKRPRU

Thanksgiving arrives on theh2 November only one year out of every seven. But | am closet to it then be-
cause on Thanksgiving Day, 1954, | was born.

Thanksgiving is at heart a chance to be glad. The Pilgrims being aided by Native Améhnieatarivat it all,
but American families take the day further. Unlike any kind of fast food, the Thanksgiving meal isltalWays a
loosener. My family, for example, ate the traditional teekeW W XUNH\ LV D GU\ PHDW WKD\
on the rare treat of real cranberry sauce. Mother always wedged stuffing in the bird, rich with croutons|and s
We surrounded the table with a dish of potatoes (besides the gravy boat) drowned in butter, peas, blagk and
olives, parsley, and creamed onions. In the very center of the table sat a little turkey and pumpkin caphdles
lit). This meal began late in the afternoon-but always before regular supper time-and automaticallyradvent into
and fourth helpings. We topped the whole meal off with fresh, hot pumpkin pie swimming in whippgd cree
The whole feast lasted hours. We never clocked it. The talk, the jokes, and the love among us suspenfled tir

| think that the custom of our immigrant family-my father never surrendered his British passport, and yve kid
had Welsh middle names, from his homeland- was not unique, however. Millions more people in Amgrica g
each Thanksgiving-and will do so again- halfway between eerie Halloween and wintry Chgstmdats, e+

PHPEHU WKH ILUVW WLPH RQH SHDFHIXO PHHWLQJ EHWZHH "W
there be many more such meals and meetings of minds. It is likewise good to give thanks that weidieg]in this
QDWLRQ DEOH WR HQMR\ ZKDW -HIIHUVRQ ULJKWO\ QDPHG oLl
good to give thanks for the future: the children of today, the grandchildren and the greats-children, and the p
WKH\ ZLOO OLYH LQ SHDFH RQ $V ODUN 7ZDLQ VDLG "7KDW Z4LOC

New Historical Picture

%WURQFKR -RKQ:-V IDPHG
Downing stagecoach sits atop the sfage
in the Memorial Opera House.

This storied artifact spent sevefal
months on display/used as a prop du
ing the performance of Annie Get Yaur
Gun. Most do not realize that the stie-
coach was actually used by Annie Qqak-
ley and Frank Butler. The Museum pas
the correspondence letter from Mr. But-

ler asking for permission to use the

stagecoach in a parade.

Celebrating the life of John Harringtpn

Sullivan is going to be a central themg in
2009. What better way to celebrate|his
150th birthday?
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Postcards from Our Collection

The postcards you see were
sent to and collected by a
Mr. Wayne McDaniel of

355 Main Street in Valpa-
raiso, Indiana.

Each card was sent nearly
98 years ago on November
22 (below), November 23
(left), and November 24
(right). Postage was one
cent in 1918 a slight dif-
ferent from now.

I1H[W PRQWK:-V HGLWLRQ RI
Muse News will feature

Christmas postcards from

the McDaniel Collection.
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Stroller Spotlight: Chief Blinking Eyes

Every month, Muse Newselects a story from the archives of William O. Walke 3 known to many
DV "7KH 6WUROOHUpu :DOODFHUS HY QIHER PWY WWKIHH WL VRN RWymiB] 3 R U
factual, some exaggerated about the role our community played as part of thé&ation. This
PRQWK:-V 6WUROOHU 6SRWOLJKW LV &KLHI %9OLQNLQJ (\HV

This is a tale of an individual who affected the history of Porter County for a period of forty years.

Compiled from the writing of Hubert Skinner and Rev. T.H. Bell, and from the county histories puljlished
Hardesty, Goodspeed, and Lewis, it presents an early picture of the British occupation.

"JURP 4XHEHF WR 9LQFHQQHV WKH LPSRVVLEOH PHVVDJH ZDPV FL
land after 100 years possession.

"$W /D 3HWLW )RUW DW 7DVVDPHQW DW WKH 5LYHU GH &KHHPL(
the Kankakee, the people were distressed.

"TUDQVODWLRQV RI ROG 9LQFHQQHYV .DVNDVNLD D-Qad Ba@istfR NL D
soldiers came in and took possession. A British Lieutenant named Devereaux Du Quinder and a gmall det
ment took possession of La Petit Fort, and all the way up and down the country from Vincennes ahd Cahc
to Quebec similarly clad British soldiers moved in-and antagonisms grew to large proportions.

“7KH 6 FERgNsR Kaders who had been suppressed by the French now moved in-and not onlyjtook ov
the trading posts, but not infrequently, the took the young French-Indian maids for their wives-apd there
hangs this tale that had an important bearing on Porter County for almost forty years.

"W ZDV RQ -XQH WKDW DQ ,Q&HPWFEKRW U Dl iduyeQptidHplag¢e K% U
FDOOHG OF*LOSLQ-V 3RLQW 7KH IDWKHU:-V QDPH ZDV $QG\ 5RE
Alexander Robinson. History says the baby was tough and wiry, beautiful in form, but afflicted with a nervi
twitching or blinking of his eye-lids. He was brought up as an Indian, although he actually posdesqed on ¥
dian blood.

“"+LV FKLOGKRRG ZDV VSHQW ZLWK ERWK UHQFK DQG (QJQLVK
JXDJHV 3RWWDZDWLPLH )UHQFK DQG (QJOLVK %HFDXVH RI KL
WKH ,QGLDQ O-Ul@é-Bbygdb\p &KHRHP KLV HDUOLHVW \RXWK KH HHFDF
frequently for interpreting at various official meetings. And that interpreting provided his education.

"%\ WKH WGCHe¢iBiRd<\Way was 36 years old, he was a well-established businessman at Mackinaw
gaged with Joseph Bailly and Edward Biddle in operating a fleet of Fur Boats, and when the United States
tary Establishment decided to build a fort at Chicago, these Fur Boats were engaged to haul syipplies 1
Mackinaw to Chicago.

From 1803 to 1809 this contract continued, and thereafter, according to Rev. Ball,
"ZH ILQG $OH[DQGHU 5RELQVRQ HQJDJHG LQ KDXOLQJ VKHQOHG
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Renovation Pictures

Group Tours & More

Since 1975, The Porter County Museum has displayed the His
WRULFDO 6RFLHW\-V FROOHFWLRQ RI PDWXUDO KLVWRU\ DU
PHU FRXQW\ MDLO DQG VKHULII-V UHVUGHQFH

The Museum is open to the public Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
from 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. and one hour before Memorial Op
era House performances.

LILC

—

Special group tours and events can be arranged at any time wit
the Museum staff by calling (219) 465-3595 or by e-mail gt
info@portercountymuseum.org.

Call or e-mail to set up a Museum group tour today! Have You Visited Lately?

153 South Franklin Street Valparaiso, IN 46383 WWWw.portercountymuseum.o
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Stroller Spotlight~ }vs[ (E}u W P fie

La Porte, Porter, and Lake County. He packed the corn in bark bags and hauled it in summer by canog to CI
RU LQ ZLQWHU RQ SDFNKRUVHV 7KXV KH EHFDPH WKH ILUVW EX!

"5RELQVRQ ZDV XWWHUO\ RSSRVHG W Rin Vdd Hhe S&vEr Qalievéal tBavvihe Ip&t-N
tawatimie would be so fool-hardy, but on August 14, just as he began a canoe trip from his home jwest «
&RXQFLO *URXQGV LQ 3RUWHU &RXQW\ KH ZDV LQWHUFHSWHG E
&KLFDJR IRU WKHUH ZLOO EH D JUHDW VWRUP WKHUH WRPRUUR:
occurred.

"6RRQ WKH SDUWLFLSDQWY EHJDQ WR IHDU UHWULEXWLRQ QG
hinterlands of the upper Kankakee wilderness-but within a four-year period there was an unofficial hynting-t
of the perpetuators. During that time the Indian Traders avoided the Porter County area, and all the{regior
had once harbored the savages.

"7KHQ LW ZDV WKDW WKH LQQRFHQW 3 FoWew/Eing D\ayLtReir KeRiefu AhY W@l Q
that election he found it necessary to have a wife so he married a % Indian woman, almost his ofantgge-he
-eight years old when made chiefulifésvas a resident of a Calumet Indian village.

"+H ZzDV WKHQ HPSOR\HG E\ -RKQ -DFRE $VWRU DV D IXU EX\HU =
Lake. As Chief, he dispersed the Black Hawk assembling of Indians at Chicago, and urké886, peac
EHWZHHQ WKH ,QGLDQYVY DQG WKH ZKLWHYV +H HQFRXUDJHG WKH

exerted all his influence to discourage the use of fire-water among the Indians. He aided the governmgnt in r
"UHVHUYHVWM IRU WKH ORFDO ,QGLDQV ZKR ZHUH SHUPDQHQW UH
treaties that conveyed Indian titles to the U.S. Government. At the time of the removal of the Indians tp the |
sas Reservation he, as their Chief, led the procession of five thousand uncertain, poorly organized &gl discc
,QGLDQV DFURVV WKH SODLQV 7KDW PDUFK ZKLFK KDV EHHQ FL
unfortunate journey-although Alex Robinson never knew just how sad-for, as a leader, he made a hprried

the new reservation-turned the papers over to the Indian Agents, and returned to Chicago.

U

time the last of the Indians had moved away-except a small village allowed to remain at the end lidahe Katr
Rover, where it joins the Des Plaines-so the old Chief was given a small pension and a home with sorpe Indi
the Des Plaines. His wife had died and was buried at the Porter County cemetery west of old City Wedt.

"8QWLO &hed4Bing-WhlyHvas employed as a government interpreter at Fort Dearborn, Tt by 1

—t

2l KLP 5HY 7 + %HOO VDLG “7KLV QRWHG &KLHI ZKR UHVLQHG
played an important partinea@yp\ KLVWRU\ GLHG DW KLV KRPH RQ WKH 'HV 3

For many years, Chief Chee-Chee-Bing-Way was photographed periodically and written up in metsagolitan
SDSHUV DV "7KH ODVW RI WKH 3RWWDZDWLPLH &KLHNVV\IHDHH RADK/L
His burial place is unknown, although it is assumed to have been in the Indian cemetery at thelend c
Kankakee-but today that cemetery is gone. The great Dresden Atomic Power Plant occupies the site.

And today the little Indian village where he lived almost forty years is a part of the meadow south of Dgnes A
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Historical Society Membership

Museum Mission

To celebrate the history of Porter County, Indiana.

Museum Vision

7R HGXFDWH YLVLWRUV IURP RXU FRPP

connection to both the nation and the world.

Brief History

The Porter County Museum opened to the public in the second

QLW

ounty

MDLO DQG VKHULII'V UHVLGHQFH RQ @I
constructed for a cost of $24,325 by Shade & Lembke in 1871, khe jail
EHJDQ RSHUDWLRQ LQ ODUFK

GLVSOD\HG LQ D ORZHU OHYHO URRP R

LVW

D, UADNORS

May 11, 1922 and on the third floor of the county courthouse fromjJanu-
ary 17, 1938 until September 17, 1974.

SupPORTEROciety
O Friend of the Museum

O Township Tier

O Lasso Legion

O Celt Club

O 6KHULII-V &LUFOH
O)RXQGHU:-V )ORFN
00 Museum Benefactor

00 Museum Patron

Endowment Giving

0 Beulah Bondi Level

O Arthur A. Finney Level

L Bertha & Trevor Stalbaum Level
O Martin Arvine Gregory Level

O Taimadge Oliver Dillon Level

O Lucy Doty Putnam Level

Method of Payment | Donation Amount:
O check

O cash
[0 Money Order

(11/08)

<
D
Q
—~
N2

X X X X X X X X

Donation

$253 $99
$100° $249
$25C° $499
$500° $999
$1,00G $2,499
$2,506 $4,999
$5,006 $9,999
$10,000+

Donation

$253 $49

$50° $99
$100° $999
$1,00G $4,999
$5,006 $9,999
$10,000+

Title, First Name, Last Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Birthday

Phone

E-mail Address

Company/ Organization Name

Co./ Org. Address

All checks and money orders may be made to the Historical Society of Porter County.

Please send your membership form with the appropriate donation to the Porter County Museumid8 S. Franklin Street ~ Valparaiso, IN




